envy During all the time in which Dr. Johnson was employed in relating to the circle at Sir Joshua Reynolds'fl the particulars of what passed between the King and him, Dr. Goldsmith remained unmoved upon a sopha at some distance, affecting not to join in the least in the eager curiosity of the company. He assigned as a reason for his gloom and seeming inattention, that he apprehended Johnson had relinquished his purpose of furnishing him with a Prologue to his play, with the hopes of which he had been flattered; but it was strongly suspected that he was fretting with chagrin and envy at the singular honour Dr. Johnson had lately enjoyed. At length, the frankness, and simplicity of his natural character prevailed. He sprung from the sopha, advanced to Johnson, and in a kind of flutter, from imagining himself in the situation which he had just been hearing described, exclaimed, "Well, you acquitted yourself in this conversation beiter" than I should have done; for I should have bowed and stammered through the whole of it."
I received no letter from Johnson this year; nor have I discovered any of the correspondence1 he had, except the two letters to Mr. Drummond, which have been inserted, for the sake of connection, with that to the same gentleman in 1766. His
1 It is proper here to mention, that when I epeak of his correspondence, I consider it independent of the voluminous collection of letters which, in the course of many yeara, he wrote to Mrs. Thrale, which forms a separate part of his works; and as a proof of the hijfh estimation set on any thing which came from his pen, was sold by that lady for the sum of five hundred pounds.
